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Everything you need to know about 
engagement rings all in one place.



You’rE in lovE. 
You knoW shE’s thE onE and 

You Want to proposE...

noW What?

so you’re seriously thinking about popping the big question, and 
you’ve started researching The ring. now it’s time for you to learn 
upfront the best strategy for getting a ring she dreams about, all at a 
budget that works for you.

There are a million different resources available online that could 
help you, but it’s easy to get overwhelmed. What are the four Cs? 
What is a halo ring? What are the best questions to ask when 
shopping in person? These are all questions that we have answered 
for you in this guide to save you some time and effort as you begin 
your research.

We’re here to bring you a step by step guide to help you go from an 
engagement ring rookie to a savvy veteran in no time.



Chapter 1:

UNDERSTAND HER 
RING PREFERENCE

you can begin by asking yourself some important questions like:  
does she want to have input or pick out the style of ring?  do you 
want her to be involved and do you want to take her shopping?  do 
you want everything to be a surprise?

if she’s involved, great.  now you can learn what she likes.  When 
shopping together, try to find out what shape diamond and what 
style ring she likes (simple vs. ornate) and what size diamond looks 
great on her hand. 

if you don’t want her input, pay attention to any hints she’s dropped 
along the way.  “i loved her ring!” is a statement that should be 
remembered for later.  show her photos of celebrities with their rings 
to get a feel for her taste.  Worst case, you ask a friend of hers you 
trust or pop into a jewelry store just “for fun” and watch her reaction 
to certain types of rings.

There are so many types of 
diamond engagement rings out 
there, it’s hard to know what 
she’s looking for exactly. This 
becomes especially difficult 
when you are looking to surprise 
her. how are you supposed 
to know what she wants if you 
can’t ask her?



What arE thE stYlEs of rings?

if you’ve decided to keep everything a secret, it’s time that you start 
doing some research on the different types of rings. here is a brief 
explanation of the different styles of diamond engagement rings that you 
can purchase:

Classic: simple and timeless, including styles such as the solitaire, three-
stone, and rings with diamonds along the shoulder

Diamond Accent: similar to classic, but with more diamond design for 
sparkle and a more individual statement

Diamond Halo: have a ring of smaller diamonds around the center 
diamond, giving the illusion of a larger diamond ring



Diamond Intensive: diamonds all over the ring that make a statement

Vintage: Range from delicate diamond work reminiscent of 50 to 10 years ago 
or an engraved style

Fancy Color Diamond: include diamonds that feature other colors, such as 
pink or yellow diamonds



Chapter 2:

DETERMINE YOUR BUDGET
A quality engagement ring can cost anywhere from a few thousand 
dollars up to tens of thousands of dollars.   it’s really your call, and you 
should try to ignore any peer pressure from family and friends.  The 
only thing that matters is that she loves it and that you can afford it. 

There’s also an urban myth out there that you should buy a ring that 
costs two months of your salary. But this idea is outdated and doesn’t 
apply to ring shopping today (we promise). you can spend as little or 
as much on the ring as you decide. 

Remember that after a proposal comes a wedding, a honeymoon, 
wedding rings, etc. so get something she’ll love but don’t push yourself 
financially to the edge. We strongly suggest that you know your budget 
before you start looking at rings and get tempted to buy something 
that it is out of your range.



What if You Can’t afford thE 
ring upfront?

There are still ways to get a great diamond engagement ring even if 
you can’t afford to pay for it completely upfront. 

Most jewelers offer lines of credits to qualified customers with long 
term, no interest payment plans. The most common programs allow you 
pay over 6 months or 12 months. each month, you pay a set amount – 
typically 3 to 5% of the original purchase – and then in the final month, 
a big payment is due to settle the remaining balance. if you make all 
payments, then all the interest is forgiven and your purchase is interest 
free.

To get a credit line, you need to apply by filling out an application 
and proving your identity. The “issuing bank”, which is the financial 
institution that will be granting you credit, does a credit check on you 
and instantly determines how much credit to offer you.

it is common for a young professional’s credit limit to be less than the 
amount he wants to spend on a ring. For example, if you are looking to 
spend $7,500 on an engagement ring, don’t be disappointed if you 
only receive a $4,000 credit line.



Chapter 3:

EDUCATE YOURSELF ON 
DIAMONDS & RINGS

The quality of a diamond 
ring can vary tremendously 
and you can play with lots 
of different levers including 
the four Cs (cut, color, 
clarity and carat weight), 
the style of the ring and 
the metal type (gold vs. 
platinum). 

A diamond’s cut can play the biggest part in how the diamond sparkles. 
it’s important to see for yourself how a well-cut diamonds sparkles much 
brighter than a poorly cut one. 

it’s also important that you take the time to see diamonds for yourself so you 
can understand how a 1 carat differs visually from a 1.25 carat, whether 
you can see the difference between an si clarity and a Vs clarity, and how 
a J color looks less white than an F colored diamond. 



What arE thE four C’s?

you know that the four Cs are important when it comes to evaluating a 
diamond, but what does that actually mean? here is a brief explanation 
of each and how they impact diamond buying:

Cut
A well-cut diamond acts as a prism, splitting white light into a brilliant 
rainbow of colors. Because you want a beautiful diamond, avoid 
stones that are cut too deep or too shallow because they maximize 
size rather than light performance.

Color
diamonds with less color are rarer and therefore more valuable. you 
want to aim to purchase a diamond that is almost perfectly clear. At 
Long’s, our standards of color are very high and we typically carry 
diamonds within the d – J range on the GiA color grading scale (see 
below):
 

 

 



The difference between each color grading is very slight to the unaided 
eye, and a well-cut diamond can appear to have less color than it actually 
does.

Clarity
The clarity of a diamond describes the inherent imperfections or flaws of 
the stone. These different flaws can be things such as dark spots, feathery 
cracks, or white points in the loose diamond. While flawless diamonds are 
the rarest, a diamond does not have to be flawless in order to be stunning. 
A lot of times these flaws are almost impossible to see with the naked eye.
 
here is the GiA’s clarity scale for evaluating diamonds:

 

Carat
Carat is the measure of a diamond’s weight, not size. Two 1-carat diamonds 
can look very different based on the cut of the stones. diamond cutters are 
given the opportunity to cut a diamond as big as they can to maximize 
weight or as beautiful as they can to maximize performance. The trick is to 
find the right balance of carat weight and cut that works for you. Did you 
know that a 1ct and a 3ct diamond can look exactly the same from the top 
as well?



Chapter 4:

CHOOSE YOUR JEWELER

it’s important to make sure you get a great value on our diamond, 
but don’t stop there.  diamond rings are like cars: they require 
occasional maintenance and repairs.  make sure you understand 
how a jeweler stands behind their product and how ready they are 
to service you in the long term. What kind of warranties do they offer 
on the ring that you buy? What happens if she does not love the ring 
as much as you thought, will they help you find a new ring?

don’t think of an engagement ring as a “one and done” event.  use 
the ring as an opportunity to start a relationship with a jeweler that 
will last for life. 



What should You ask thE jEWElEr?

1. has the store or e-commerce site been around a long time?

2. Are they well regarded by institutions like the Better Business Bureau?

3. do they have dedicated customer service experts?  

4. do they sell wedding bands and other jewelry as well or just engagement 

rings?  

5. do they have repair experts on site to take care of any repairs or 

maintenance?  

6. Will they clean and check the prongs on your ring at any time, without 

charge?

7. What if she dosen’t love the ring, will they help you find something that 

makes her happy?

8. do they have a big selection so you can see the differences for yourself 

(such as gold vs platinum rings)?

9. What financing progams do they offer?

10. is your sales associate on commission?



Feel lIke you’re reADy 
to look At rIngs?

We just threw a lot of diamond information at you. 
But we think you are ready. 

Long’s diamond specialists will help continue your diamond 
education, encourage you to view many diamonds and will 

teach you how to trust your eyes. 

MakE an appointMEnt

http://www.longsjewelers.com/pages/make-an-appointment

